
  

 

Worship in December 
 

Sunday December 3 
Worship will include the confirmation of Calvin Ciorba and a performance by the bell choir. 

Following the 10:30 a.m. service, the “Hanging of the Greens” will take place. All are invited to help! 
 

Sunday December 10 
At both services, the Christ Choir will sing the cantata “Love’s Pure Light” by Lloyd Larson. 
Following the 10:30 a.m. service, the Christmas trees will be erected and decorated with 

Chrismons. All are invited to help! 
 

Sunday December 17 
At 10:30 a.m. worship, the Sunday School children will present a new version of “The Grinch’s First 

Christmas” with a party to follow. See page 2 for more information. 
 

Sunday December 24—Christmas Eve 
There will be three services on December 24. There will be NO 8:00 a.m. service. However, the 4

th
 

Sunday of Advent will be observed at 10:30 a.m. There will be Christmas Eve services at 5:00 p.m. 
and 11:00 p.m. The earlier service is more family oriented, and the later service is filled with joy and 

contemplation as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and receive Holy Communion. 
 

Sunday December 31—New Year’s Eve 
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Annual CLC Craft Fair 

December 10th 
Come see the talent that lies within the congregation! 

Christ Lutheran members who make crafts and some invited 
guests will display their items in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
December 10 after both services. Christ Lutheran logoed gear 
will also be available for purchase. 

May your purchase bring joy to you or to whomever you give it.  

Women’s Advent 
Brunch on Saturday 
December 2nd in the 

Mead Center 

Christian Service is sponsoring a giving tree 
for children who attend an afterschool 

program through Provident Counseling. 
There is a Christmas tree in the fellowship 

hall that contains tags with children's names 
and gift requests. Please select a tag, 

purchase the requested item, then return the 
wrapped item under the tree (with name tag 

attached) by Sunday December 17. 
If you have any questions, please contact 

Sherry Mitchler at 314-304-6475. 

Grab a Gift Tag from the Christmas Tree! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj2qbOApuXXAhWHlOAKHTH6B8QQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.annthegran.com%2Fprd%2Fdesigns%2Fgrand-slam-designs%2Fadvent-wreath%2F1%2Fhog783.aspx&psig=AOvVaw220vmbpTxcupQ3LwkMUK-7&us
https://gallery.yopriceville.com/var/albums/Free-Clipart-Pictures/Christmas-PNG/Large_Transparent_PNG_Christmas_Tree_with_Gifts.png?m=1380751200
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjo7ZTlrt3XAhWwlOAKHcT0BoIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.charlescountymd.gov%2Fcalendar%2Fholiday-craft-fair-thomas-stone-hs&psig=AOvVaw1YgEeqXnnOrKss4id8OoDQ&ust=1511824354104505
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Sunday School Performs Original Play “The Grinch’s First Christmas” 
Sunday, December 17 at 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Party For All Follows Worship 
 

On Sunday, December 17, as part of the 10:30 a.m. service in the church, the Sunday school 
children will perform a new version of the children’s book “The Grinch Who Stole Christmas,” in 
which the Grinch meets the real reason for Christmas - Christ! The youth are busy learning their 
parts and making decorations for the set, and teachers are locating costumes. Melissa Allen and 
Sarah Ringkor chose the program and are the directors, and Melissa wrote the additional script. 

Following the 10:30 service, the Sunday school will sponsor a Christmas party for the congregation. 
Rumor has it that one or two surprise guests will also join the party!  

Wednesday Night Advent Services Bring Us 
“Together in Advent” 

 

 In this busy time, this worship series helps singles, couples, and families focus on the real 
reason for the season. We will take time to think about the deeper meaning behind the traditions of 
presents, cards and cookies. The 35-minute service will use the Holden Evening Prayer setting and 
will include an activity for children. The topics for each week are: 
• December 6: “Be Present,” (Malachi 3:1-7) Instead of spending all our time buying presents, we 

in God’s family, set aside space to be present for one another as Christ is coming to be present 
with us.  

• December 13: “Send Peace”  (Micah 5:2-5a) Beyond sending cards we do all we can as the 
family of God to send peace in our messages to one another because the Prince of Peace is on 
his way. 

• December 20: “Share Joy” (Zephaniah 3:14-20) In this time when we share cookies and other 
treats with one another, we share joy with those around us that they might taste and see that the 
Lord is good through Jesus’ birth.   

New Member Orientation Sessions 
 

 Those who are interested in learning more about Christ Lutheran are invited to sessions 
during the Christian Education Hour (9:15-10:15) on Sunday mornings beginning in January. This is 
a good time to come if you are contemplating membership at Christ Lutheran. The first session will 
be announced when we have enrollment. Contact Pastor Keith if you are interested.  

  Advent Wednesday Soup Suppers 
 

Soup, sides, beverages, and desserts will be served on Wednesday evenings during 
Advent: December 6, 13, and 20. Sign up in Fellowship Hall for the item you would like to bring to 
share. 
 The youth group will be serving a Mexican-themed meal with tacos on December 13 with 
proceeds helping with their ELCA Youth Gathering trip to Houston this summer and other activities. 
 The “Together in Advent” brief devotional services follow the dinners. See below. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjpvcDAt93XAhVEm-AKHZHbA0QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fseuss.wikia.com%2Fwiki%2FThe_Grinch&psig=AOvVaw0fsgZP5_KiDfZY80GOui9r&ust=1511826698977003
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiA9IPHu93XAhVBTt8KHUL4Cm8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgrababowl.com%2FOur-Soups&psig=AOvVaw3X-R5rYHf1v3EXc6Bq46E3&ust=1511827789464512
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December Adult Forum  

 

December 3   Pr. Keith: Luther Exhibit  
The Minneapolis Luther Exhibit on display a year ago will be reviewed with photographs by Pastor Keith at this 
session. See pictures and hear about objects related to Luther’s life and the era. From chasubles to beer steins, 
there is a wide variety. Some were used personally by Luther. 
 

December 10 & 17   Pr. Keith: Discover Personal Spirituality 
People are guided by their types. Some are introverted, some extroverted. Some have type “A” personalities, some 
have type “B.” The Myers-Briggs categories help many navigate their relationships. Another typology has been 
developed about “spiritual types.”   
 Pr. Keith will lead discussions on Dec. 10 and 17 about discovering which is your spiritual type. When you 
know it, it helps you understand yourself as well as others. It helps you understand your stronger and weaker areas. 
The typology also pertains to denominations. Learn more about that. 
 A diagnostic questionnaire will be used, and the sessions will build on that. The book Discover Your Spiritual 
Type by Corrine Ware is the main text. She developed her thoughts based on the work of Urban Holmes. 
 

December 24 & 31  No adult forum sessions 

Questions, comments, ideas? Contact Harriet Scholle. 

Sr. and Jr. High School Upcoming Events 
 

Sr. High Youth Cluster Bowling & Fellowship Night 
December 3 — 6-8p.m. 

Meet at St. Mark’s Lutheran for food: 6337 Clayton Rd., St. Louis, MO 63117, 
then on to Tropicana Lanes for bowling: 7960 Clayton Rd., Richmond 

Heights, MO 63117. 
$5 for food and two games of bowling + shoes. 

Grab a friend or two and come throw some strikes! 
 

Sr. & Jr. High Youth Cluster Christmas Party 

December 17 — 5-8p.m. 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church: 3600 Hampton Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 

Each person should bring 2 dozen unfrosted cookies to decorate along with 
decorations (icing, sugar, sprinkles, etc.). The youth will deliver the cookies to a 

local organization of choice that evening.   
 
 
 
 

 

EPIC6 Laser Tag & Sports Arena 
January 21, 2018 - 3PM-5PM - $15 

Youth at midnight lock-in devotion in the Columbarium. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwji-q-Crd3XAhVRUd8KHWBgBYMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fprobowlwest.com%2Fbowling%2F&psig=AOvVaw2h5aQpW0YPVx4B1ck4b9rP&ust=1511823886554769
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwif5raWrd3XAhVBmeAKHZjACPsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.glorioustreats.com%2F2014%2F11%2Fdecorated-christmas-cookies.html&psig=AOvVaw2HspChGHDvNvIJVxlkoJQu&ust=1511823923844403
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 The lyric, “Love Came Down,” has impressed me in recent years as summing 
up so much of what Christmas is about, and what the Christian life is about, too. 
There is an older hymn by this title, and recently Kari Jobe has written a song on this 
theme, also. She writes, ”Love came down and received me; Love came down and 
set me free; I am yours, I am forever yours, Jesus, I am yours.” 
  
 This Christmas song follows right after we have been immersed in the 500

th
 

anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, and these two go together so well.   
 
 At Christmas we worship the fact that God has come down to us in his Son born 
for us. It is an act of pure love as Jesus is sent into a troubled and sinful world to 
bring God’s love to redeem the world and you and me back into relationship with God. 
It is a one-way thing—down. God has come down for us so that we might respond by 
loving God in return by loving those who are near us in the world. 
 
 This love has come down and received us as we are. God has taken us in 
Jesus, enveloped us with God’s love, and drawn us to himself. 
 
 This was a turning point for Martin Luther when he realized this. When he 
realized through scripture that God had indeed come down for him in love and 
received him, he was set free. Before that realization, he had known the words of 
God’s love, but he had not realized how it didn’t have to be earned, and how it wasn’t 
conditional based on his behavior. God loved him, God received him, he could live in 
joy and he could gladly dedicate himself to God. 
 
 This is a good time for us to realize the great blessing it is that “love came 
down” in this one born for us who showed us what pure, unconditional love is like. He 
showed it to us, and he bestows it on us. Let this be a Christmas to remember that 
“Love came down,” and how precious, freeing, and life-giving that is for us. 
 
May the peace that comes with Christ’s love be with you, 
 
  - Pr. Keith   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjo4cmilt3XAhUEct8KHVxCD0IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fbcspringdale.org%2Fsermon%2Fdecember-14-2014%2F&psig=AOvVaw0pvdvQagWBuO6qEPqmwzjF&ust=1511817778425826
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Congregation Votes to 

Accept Welcome Statement 
 

  

 At a special, all-congregational meeting after the 10:30 service on Sunday, November 19, the 
congregation passed, by a unanimous, secret ballot vote, to accept a welcome statement, 
welcoming all persons of the LGBTQ (Lesbian/Gay/Bi-Sexual/Transgender/Queer) community and 
others who have felt excluded to feel accepted at Christ Lutheran. (See statement below.)   
 The positive vote makes it possible for Christ Lutheran to join three other area ELCA 
congregations (Bethel, Gethsemane and Unity-Belnor) and be listed as a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation so that people in the LGBTQ community will know they can be comfortable and 
welcome here. We will use our welcome statement on publications and the logo (above) as a visual 
reminder of our welcome. 
 The process of working through the Reconciling in Christ program was led by Katie Ciorba 
who assembled a team consisting of: Joan O’Brien, Carolyn Crowe, John Hoffmann, Sherry Mitchler, 
Flo Saeger, and the pastors. It included attending two workshops, creating writing teams to draft a 
welcome statement, getting approval by the church council, presenting the statement to the 
congregation for many weeks for their comment, and hosting two listening sessions for one-on-one 
conversation. Finally, the statement was edited to include input from the congregation. It is hoped 
that all members are comfortable with this effort to assure people often excluded that Jesus is their 
savior and we can be their faith community. 
 

Welcome to Christ Lutheran!  
 

We are a growing church community that welcomes, and affirms all who seek God’s grace. 
The world is often an unloving place, but, as Christ has shown his love for us, we pledge to 
show love to one another. Members of Christ Lutheran humbly strive to create wholeness, 

inclusion, justice, understanding and healing in a world divided. 
 

We affirm that in Christ, “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there 

is neither male nor female” (Galatians 3:28). Christ has made us one. 
 

People of all sexual orientations, gender identities, ethnic and racial backgrounds, economic 
conditions, people who are differently abled, and all who feel excluded, are embraced and 

celebrated at Christ Lutheran.  

Dinner after the congregational meeting about the welcome statement. 
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Christ Lutheran’s 5th Annual 
Girls’ Night Out 

Private Shopping Party 
at Get The WORD Out! 

 
 

When: Monday, December 11th from 6:30pm-8:30pm 
Where: Get The WORD Out! 
 7405 Manchester Rd., Maplewood, MO 63143 

Hosts: Katie Ciorba, Kate Dupoch, Jodi McCarty, Lynnae Ruff 
RSVP: jodimccarty@outlook.com or call Jodi McCarty at 314-546-5895 
 
 We will enjoy appetizers, wine and desserts while shopping afterhours at Get 
The WORD Out! GTWO has an eclectic assortment of global goods that will make 
perfect hostess gifts, stocking stuffers and Christmas presents for everyone on your 
list. Plus all attendees receive a 10% discount on their purchases or a special “thank-
you” gift! 
 The underlying premise of the mission of Get the Word Out, Inc. (GTWO) is that 
God's Word (the Bible) changes lives, that there can be hope instead of despair, 
peace in place of conflict, healing where there is hurt. Therefore, it is the desire of 
GTWO to get Bibles in to the hands of people wherever in the world that God opens 
doors. The main purpose of GTWO is to distribute Bibles locally, nationally and 
worldwide, wherever there is an opportunity. GTWO will work together with people 
and organizations around the world that have the same goals to help them accomplish 
this. As we pursue this goal, we will encounter children orphaned by war and AIDS, so 
our mission will include caring for them and feeding them.   
 Other projects include Krayons for Kenya brings arts & crafts supplies and 
education to children. The Shoe Project where new and gently used shoes are sold at 
market in Kenya and the funds help bring fresh water wells to The Esther House 
orphanage, Prince of Peace school, and surrounding villages. Donations of wearable 
boots and shoes in all sizes will be gladly accepted! 
 
 
 

For more information about GTWO, visit gtwomissions.org. 

 
 

Hope to see you for Girls Night Out! 
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“A Christmas Story” Interactive Movie Night! 
Sunday December 17 at 5:00pm at the Mead Center 

 

 Get out your pajamas, sleeping bags, and pillows and get ready for a 
movie night like you’ve never seen before at Christ Lutheran! We will watch 
“A Christmas Story” with a twist: snowballs, pink bunnies, freeze pops, and 
so much more make this a fun event for kids of all ages! 
 Doors of the Mead Center open at 5pm on Sunday, December 17th to 
set up seating for the featured event. Pizza and salad will arrive at 5:30pm 
(free will offering accepted), and the movie starts at 6pm. BYOB for adults, 
lemonade and water provided for the kiddos. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board in the 
fellowship hall so we have plenty of pizza and 
props for the movie on hand. 
 Contact Jodi McCarty or Kate Dopuch with 

any questions. And don’t worry, we won’t shoot 

anyone’s eye out! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiF6Njl7N3XAhWEPN8KHdA0Ak0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.raritanboro.org%2F2017%2F08%2Ffree-outdoor-movie-night-for-the-whole-family%2F&psig=AOvVaw1qugIR6OL4lA_1_r-5NYLX&ust=1511840
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Holiday Concerts Featuring CLC Members 

Celebrate the magic of the holidays with the Ambassadors of Harmony! 
The weekend of Dec. 8-10 at the Touhill Performing Arts Center on the UMSL campus, this 

120+ member all-male chorus puts on five heartwarming concerts that will get you in the spirit. 
The show has become a yearly tradition over the past three decades by combining the lighter side of 

popular holiday songs with classic carols and sacred music that tell the story of the season. 
Be sure to be on the lookout for CLC member Peter Jordan! 

For tickets, visit https://www.touhill.org/events/detail/aohdec17 

Come celebrate the holiday season with  
St. Louis Metro Singers! 

This 80+ member chorus is ready to celebrate the holiday 
season with 4 concerts throughout December at various 

churches in both Missouri and Illinois. 
Be sure to be on the lookout for CLC member Mark Marting, 

the director of St. Louis Metro Singers! 
For tickets, visit www.metrosingers.org 
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The annual Lady Grey Beads Holiday Boutique in the Mead Center. 

 

Reformation 500 
Habitat for Humanity  

House Build 
 

 

Volunteers of Habitat for Humanity have begun building two houses at 
5032 Ulena Ave., St. Louis, MO 63116, which is south of Bevo Mill. 
One lot is being divided so that two houses can be built. 

 
Christ Lutheran’s substantial 
donation helped get the fund 
started which has drawn 
matches towards a total of 
$75,000. Construction was 
delayed but it has finally begun! 
 
Fifteen volunteers are preferred on site each Saturday from 
7:45a.m. to 3:30p.m. It is hoped that workers from a variety 

of Lutherans and Roman Catholics can work side by side to both build and become better 
acquainted. To check the status of workers each week, to do initial orientation, and to sign up 
(preferably by the preceding Monday of each week), go to http://bit.ly/2h494qj. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2h494qj&data=02%7C01%7Cpkholste%40hotmail.com%7C04aa60f644ef4ddf841408d52ddeaeaf%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636465356927676854&sdata=SY%2BFvYGbnpyzmhHJ4qToBtyr31mgCace
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwii_IDXsN3XAhVDc98KHSAuDvgQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FHabitat_for_Humanity&psig=AOvVaw3IODKsc7jzUVkQM9T8QikW&ust=1511824872787519
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Storytelling with Older Adults 
 

 Three years ago, we began the delightful custom of holding “Community Birthday Parties” for 
members celebrating their 90

th
 or older birthdays. While the food, cakes and fellowship were 

enjoyable, an unexpected pleasure has been the stories these matriarchs and patriarchs have 
shared with the group. 
 At our most recent party in November (see photos below), we heard about Cletus Romay’s 
WWII experiences in the South Pacific, Helen Hedderig’s “Show & Tell” story about her mother’s 
arrival in this country from Albania, and Thelda Bertram’s account of her family’s experiences living 
in Germany during Bob Bertram’s first sabbatical there.  
 These stories were so captivating that we want to have them repeat their stories for those 
who missed them, and to record them for posterity. We’re sure there are many such stories that 
other members could share, and it doesn’t need to be confined to nonagenarians. We need to work 
out details for this project, and would welcome helpful suggestions. Please see Carolyn Crowe if you 
would like to help. 

Nancy King died in the Lord on October 15. Her memorial service and the interment of cremains in 
the Christ Lutheran Columbarium was on November 11. 
 
Harry Brightman died at Missouri Baptist Hospital on November 13. His memorial 
service and interment of cremains was at Christ Lutheran on November 20. 
 

May all who mourn find comfort in the promise and love of our Lord. 
 
Confirmation was on November 12. 
Alex Cramer, Alex Hill, and Paige Lauer renewed their baptisms and 
made affirmation of faith that day. 
Calvin Ciorba will affirm his baptism vows on December 3. 

 
Priscilla Moore was granted a transfer of membership at her request to 

Living Waters Lutheran Church in Lake Crystal, IL. 

Pastoral Acts and Membership 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwibuLSsm93XAhWhdN8KHcKMC9QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reveilleumc.org%2Fconfirmation&psig=AOvVaw2fzkq5C_VuX9Q5zPJupwS7&ust=1511819137861856
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwilp9m2s93XAhXykeAKHTaWCrAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Freneelertzman.com%2F2016%2F12%2Fmourning-and-motivation%2F&psig=AOvVaw3c_HIi8R7akQYgfeHp5uch&ust=1511825596998843
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Sunday School food packing for 
Gateway 180 Homeless Shelter. 

Help spread the word with 
Christ Lutheran logoed gear! 

 

Travel coffee mug: $10 each 
Nalgene water bottle: $10 each 
Reusable grocery bag: $5 each 

 

Make your checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church, 
and include “CLC gear” in the memo line. 

 

These items will be for sale at annual CLC Craft Fair 
on Sunday December 10. 

A perfect gift idea 

for Christmas! 

Lost and Found 
This section of the newsletter will feature items that 

have been lost and/or found at Christ Lutheran. 
Are you missing something? Check with the office staff. 

 

 Found: A hearing aid (Starkey brand, silver) 
 Found: Glasses (multicolored paisley pattern) 
 Found: A black stylus (for a phone or tablet) 
 Found: Handkerchief (delicate, with floral design) 
 Found: Various toys (left in church pew 11/19) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiNi7jJqeXXAhWyUN8KHZwzBPsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F140667188337166065%2F&psig=AOvVaw0fUCHr-IuHHyVC7Rpsnaik&ust=1512097835797276
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November Council Highlights 

  

   At its November meeting, the Christ Lutheran Church Council: 
 
• Continued its reading and discussion of the book Crucial Conversations. 
• Received the financial report showing income to date of $373,569 against expenses of $361,913 and 

prorated budget of $384,442. 
• Approved some funding strategies to manage congregational funds: will seek to raise more funds for 

hurricane relief; approved taking some general funds to support children’s ministries, youth ministries, 
and youth mission activities; approved transferring some funds from Special Assistance Fund to General 
Fund to support Pastors’ Discretionary Fund as necessary. 

• Proposed a Finance Committee of Larry Neeb, Joan O’Brien, Phil Hoerchler, and Patty Hopper. 
• Christian Education announced the Dec. 17 children’s Christmas program 
• Properties reported on progress of refinishing the Mead Center front doors, fixing rear doors at church, 

and following up on a new fee for daily parking of WGHS teachers. 
• Suggested reviewing the use rate of the YMCA Summer Program of the Mead Center.  
• Decided to turn electronic sign off until it is fixed. 
• Approved the transfer of Priscilla Moore to Living Waters Lutheran Church in Crystal Lake, IL. 
• Worship Committee requested additional funds for the new Christmas wreathes, and announced 

upcoming special Sundays and services. 
• Youth reported the cluster lock in held in October at the Mead Center. Plans are underway for serving at 

an Advent supper and registrations are being made for the National Youth Gathering next summer. The 
Carlinville Youth Retreat is Nov. 19. 

• Pastors reported on the Reformation 500 activities in October including the joint commemoration service 
at the St. Louis Cathedral and the building start of the Reformation 500 Habitat for Humanity House. 
They also updated on the process of hiring an office administrator. 

• A nominating committee for council members is being organized. 
• The special meeting of the congregation on Nov. 19 was reviewed and the utilization of the new welcome 

statement was discussed. 
• The date of the annual congregational meeting was set for January 28, 2018. 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Below is a condensed report for the 10-month period for CLC’s General Fund (through October 31): 
        Actual     Budget    
  Income All Sources $ 373,500  $ 385,000  
  Expenses  $ 372,100  $ 384,400 
  Surplus/<Deficit> $     1,400  $        600 
  
Things to note: 
• Income is $11,500 below budget due to a summer slump in regular giving. As we near year-end, please 

consider helping us ‘catch-up’ on our shortfall. The usual year-end ‘push’ is needed again in 2017. 
• Expenses remain in good control, remaining below budget. However, we will very certainly be incurring 

very heavy expenses in November and December as we fulfill our benevolence and other year-end obli-
gations, and celebrate the holidays with special services and events.     

• We are most grateful for your generous giving to Christ Lutheran.  
 

         Thank you! — Larry Hill, Treasurer 
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ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

12/26 Joan and Bob O’Brien 

 
 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 
 

11/02     Timothy Bolhafner  
12/01     Gloria Richardson  
12/02     Luther Ciorba 
12/05     Martin Allen 
12/07     Michael Bude 
12/07     Liz Drollinger 
12/14     Thomas Ely 
12/17     James Gilliland 
12/17     Rachel Helton 
12/18     Linda Elkin 
12/19     Brett Bussler 
12/20     Jeffrey Kuziel 
12/22     Christopher Lindquist 
12/24     Lynnae Tanner Ruff 
12/25     Jesse Wood 
12/26     Bernice Trulove 
12/27     David Hopper 

LET'S CELEBRATE 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS!  

Congratulations and Best Wishes! Your Christ Lutheran family wants to celebrate you! 
Every month we will honor anniversaries and birthdays with a special cake, party fun, and decorations after the service. 

This month we will celebrate on Sunday December 3, 2017. 

COLLECTIONS: Did you know Christ Lutheran has a number of ongoing collections to benefit local 
charities that you can participate in ANY time of the year?! Here is the list as a refresher; feel free to drop 
off items anytime at their designated spots in fellowship hall: 

• Box Tops for Education — local schools 

• Gently used and new shoes — Get the Word Out 

• Meal-a-Month food items — WRHM & Feed My People 

 GIVE-A-MEAL-A-MONTH 
DECEMBER      JANUARY 

- Canned ham      - Boxed pasta (penne, spaghetti, etc.) 
- Instant mashed potatoes (plain, no flavors)  - Canned spaghetti sauce (with or without meat) 
- Canned asparagus, low sodium/no salt   - Canned beets, low sodium/no salt 
- Canned fruit in own juices or light syrup  - Canned fruit in own juices or light syrup 
- Powdered milk or ground coffee   - Powdered milk or ground coffee 

Return to Church by DECEMBER 31, 2017  Return to Church by JANUARY 28, 2018 
 

A meal a month for you, a meal a month for your neighbor. Please fill a yellow shopping bag or two 
(available in the Fellowship Hall) with food items and return them to CLC. Any donation is appreciated! 
Peanut butter, jelly, fruit rolls, and tea bags are always welcome. And donations of disposable diapers, femi-
nine products, and hygiene products are always appreciated. Thank you for remembering your neighbors! 
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DECEMBER 2017 "WHO-DO" LIST 
 December 3   8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.  
 Key Person  Bill Scholle    Matt Bender 
 Assisting Minister     Carolyn Crowe 
 Acolyte       Hanna Lauer 
 Ushers       Joe Bartek / Jadee Lauer 
 Lector   John Hoffmann   Annika Bartek 
 Presenters  Jim & Sally Watchman  The Bender Family 
 Altar Guild    Matt & Sarah Bender 
 Flowers         Sarah Bender 
 Counters                    Sarah Bender / Tore Stole 
 Refreshments  Alena Horn / Jadee Lauer / Sarah Ringkor / Lynnae Ruff 
 

 December 10   8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.  
 Key Person  Vic Saeger   Joan O’Brien 
 Assisting Minister     Mark Roock 
 Acolyte       David Ciorba 
 Ushers       Bob & Joan O’Brien  
 Lector   Flo Saeger   Katie Ciorba 
 Presenters  Vic & Flo Saeger   Donna Munger / Gale Nunn 
 Altar Guild    Carolyn Lange / Janet Roock 
 Flowers         Faith Moore 
 Counters          Joe Bartek / Susan DeBusk / Sarah Keifer 
 Refreshments  Carolyn Crowe / John Hoffmann / Sandy Hoyer / Tiggerr & Katie Schleicher 
 

 December 17  8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.  
 Key Person  Bill Griffith   Keith Lissant 
 Assisting Minister     Flo Saeger 
 Acolyte       Sam Allen 
 Ushers       Mike Hoyer / Ray McIntyre  
 Lector   Larry Hill    Ray McIntyre 
 Presenters  Larry Hill / Irene Kalnins   Mike & Kristin Hill 
 Altar Guild    Nancy & Keith Lissant 
 Flowers         Ellen Mead / Joan Rivas 
 Counters       Dave Austin / Susan DeBusk 
 Refreshments  Sarah Keifer / Suzie McIntyre / Janet Roock / Judy Wessler 
 

 December 24   8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.  
 Key Person  There is no 8 a.m. service.  Joan O’Brien 
 Assisting Minister     John Hoffmann 
 Acolyte       John Hoffmann 
 Ushers       Mike & Colleen Wagner  
 Lector       Kim Donermeyer 
 Presenters      Becca & Peter Jordan 
 Altar Guild    Matt & Sarah Bender 
 Flowers         Poinsettias 
 Counters       Joan O’Brien / Tore Stole 
 Refreshments  Annika & Joe Bartek / Angela Bratcher / Harriet Scholle / Sally Wachtman 
 

 December 24   5:00 p.m.   11:00 p.m.  
 Key Person  Matt Bender (4:30 p.m.)  Peter Jordan (10:30 p.m.)    

 Acolyte       TBA 
 Ushers       Becca & Peter Jordan   
 Presenters  The Bender Family  Bob & Joan O’Brien 
 Altar Guild    Kathy Kuziel / Harriet Scholle 
 Flowers         Poinsettias 
  There will be no Assisting Minister, Lectors, Counters, or Refreshments. 
 

 December 31   8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.  
 Key Person  Alan Richter    Mike Hoyer 
 Assisting Minister     Sandy Hoyer 
 Acolyte       Micah Ruff 
 Ushers       Jim Bennett / Roger Rose  
 Lector   Vic Saeger   Steve McCarthy 
 Presenters  Vic & Flo Saeger   Donna Munger / Sylvia Rogers 
 Altar Guild   Carolyn Lange / Janet Roock 
 Flowers        Poinsettias 
 Counters      Dave Austin / Sarah Bender 
 Refreshments  Sharon Hornbeck / Carolyn Lange / Ellen Mead / Flo Saeger 
 

Nursery Supervisor for December: Lynnae Ruff 
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December 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

 
 

1 2 
8a Choir 
Rehearsal 
10a Women’s 
Advent Brunch in 
Mead Center 

3 
7:45a Childcare 
8:00a Worship  
9:15a Education hr.  
10:30a Worship w/ 
Confirmation & Bells 
11:45a Fellowship 
Hanging of Greens 
6:00p Sr. High 
Youth at St. Mark’s  

4 
12p Sr. Fellowship 
at Laclede Groves 
6p Fitness Group 

5 
10a Bible Study 
10a Pastor’s Text 
study—Conference 
Room 

6 
10a Bible Study at 
Laclede Groves 
6p Advent Supper in 
Fellowship Hall 
7p Advent worship 
7p Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

7 
6p Fitness Group 

8 
 

9 
8:30a Choir 
Rehearsal 

10 
7:45a Childcare 
8:00a Worship w/ 
Cantata 
9:15a Education hr.  
10:30a Worship w/ 
Cantata 
11:45a Fellowship 
Craft Fair 
Decorate Xmas 
Trees 

11 
12p Sr. Fellowship 
at Laclede Groves 
6p Fitness Group 

12 
10a Bible Study 
10a Pastor’s Text 
study—Conference 
Room 
 

13 
10a Bible Study at 
Laclede Groves 
6p Advent Supper in 
Fellowship Hall 
7p Advent worship 

14 
6p Fitness Group 
7p Stephen Minis-
tries holiday party 
at Anita Trautman’s 

15 
7p Men’s Group 
location TBA 

16 
 

17 
7:45a Childcare 
8:00a Worship  
9:15a Education hr.  
10:30a Worship w/ 
Children Grinch play 
11:45a Fellowship 
Xmas celebration 
5p Christmas Story 
at Mead Center 
5p Jr/Sr Youth at 
Gethsemane Lthrn 

18 
12p Sr. Fellowship 
at Laclede Groves 
6p Fitness Group 

19 
10a Bible Study 
10a Pastor’s Text 
study—Conference 
Room 

20 
10a Bible Study at 
Laclede Groves 
6p Advent Supper in 
Fellowship Hall 
7p Advent worship 

21 
6p Fitness Group 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Christmas Eve 
NO 8a Worship 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Fellowship 
5:00p Worship  
11:00p Worship  

25 
Christmas Day 
 

26 
10a Pastor’s Text 
study—Conference 
Room 

27 
6p Fitness Group  

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
New Year’s Eve 
7:45a Childcare 
8:00a Worship  
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Fellowship 
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 December 2017 Highlights 
 

12/02 10a.m.: Women’s Advent Brunch in the Mead Center 
 

12/03 9:15a.m.: Sunday School and Adult Education Hour 
 10:30a.m.: Worship with Confirmation and Bell Choir 
 11:45a.m.: Celebrate December anniversaries & birthdays 
        Hanging of the Greens in the sanctuary 
    

12/06 6:00p.m.: Advent supper in Fellowship Hall 
 7:00p.m. Advent worship 
 

12/10 9:15a.m.: Sunday School and Adult Education Hour 
 10:30a.m.: Worship with Choir Cantata 
 11:45a.m.: Craft fair in Fellowship Hall 
       Decorate the sanctuary Christmas trees 
 

12/13 6:00p.m.: Advent supper in Fellowship Hall (Youth Taco Fundraiser) 
 7:00p.m.: Advent worship 
 

12/17 9:15a.m.: Sunday School and Adult Education Hour 
 10:30a.m.: Worship with Children’s play 
 11:45a.m.: Children’s Christmas celebration in Fellowship Hall 
 5:00p.m.: Christmas Story movie at the Mead Center 
 

12/20 6:00p.m.: Advent supper in Fellowship Hall 
 7:00p.m.: Advent worship 
 

12/24 10:30a.m.: Worship (No 8a.m. service, Sunday School, Education Hour) 
 5:00p.m.: Worship 
 11:00p.m.: Worship 

TELEPHONE: 314-962-6011 
 

FAX: 314-962-4810 
 

E-MAIL:     
CHRISTWG@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

 
WEBSITE:        

WWW.CHRISTWG.ORG 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
SUNDAY AT 8:00 & 10:30 A.M.  

CHILDCARE: 
7:45 A.M. — NOON 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY,  

& THURSDAY 8:00—11:45 A.M. 
 

PASTORS: 
PENNY AND KEITH HOLSTE 

 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT: 

BRETT BUSSLER 
 

PASTORAL ASSISTANT: 
MARK ROOCK 

 
SOUTHSIDE CLUSTER SHARED 

YOUTH COORDINATOR: 
AARON ELLIOTT 

 
DIRECTOR OF SENIOR  

ADULT MINISTRIES AND  
FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE: 

CAROLYN CROWE 
 

DIRECTOR OF CHOIRS: 
DIANE DROLLINGER 

 
ORGANIST: 
MARK RUFF 

 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

GINELLE BESS 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
TAMMY PRYOR 

 
CUSTODIAN: 

KELLY LAKIES 
 

WEBMASTER: 
DAVE RINGKOR 


